
 

 

EXTRACT FROM SECTIONS 19 AND 20 OF THE RIVER AND HARBOR ACT OF 1899 
 
 
SECTION 19.  (a) That whenever the navigation of any river, lake, harbor, 
sound, bay, canal, or other navigable waters of the United States shall be 
obstructed or endangered by any sunken vessel, boat, watercraft, raft, or 
other similar obstruction, and such obstruction has existed for a longer period 
than thirty days, or whenever the abandonment of such obstruction can be 
legally established in a less space of time, the sunken vessel, boat, 
watercraft, raft, or other obstruction shall be subject to be broken up, 
removed, sold or otherwise disposed of by the Secretary of War at his 
discretion, without liability for any damage to the owners of the same; 
PROVIDED, that in his discretion, the Secretary of War may cause reasonable 
notice of such obstruction of not less than thirty days, unless the legal 
abandonment of the obstruction can be established in a less time, to be given 
by publication, addressed "To whom it may concern", in a newspaper 
published nearest to the locality of the obstruction, requiring the removal 
thereof; AND PROVIDED ALSO, that the Secretary of War may, in his 
discretion, at or after the time of giving such notice, cause sealed proposals 
to be solicited by public advertisement, giving reasonable notice of less than 
ten days, for the removal of such obstructions as soon as possible after the 
expiration of the above specified thirty days' notice, in case it has not in the 
meantime been so removed, these proposals and contracts, at his discretion, 
to be conditioned that such vessel, boat, watercraft, raft, or other 
obstruction, and all cargo and property contained therein, shall become the 
property of the contractor, and the contract shall be awarded to the bidder 
making the proposition most advantageous to the United States; PROVIDED, 
that such bidder shall give satisfactory security to execute the work; 
PROVIDED FURTHER, that any money received from the sale of any such 
wreck, or from any contractor for the removal of wrecks, under this 
paragraph shall be covered into the Treasury of the United States (30 Sat. 
1154;33 U.S.C. $ 414). 
 
      (b)  The owner, lessee, or operator of such vessel, boat, watercraft, 
raft, or other obstruction as described in this section shall be liable to the 
United States for the cost of removal or destruction and disposal as 
described which exceeds the costs recovered under subsection (a).  Any 
amount recovered from the owner, lessee, or operator lessee, or operator of 
such vessel pursuant to this sub section to recover costs in excess of the 
proceeds from the sale or disposition of such vessel shall be deposited in the 
general fund of the Treasury of The United States. 
 
 

 
SECTION 20.  (a) That under emergency, in the case of any vessel, boat, 
watercraft, raft, or other similar obstruction, sinking or grounding, or being 
unnecessarily delayed in any Government canal or lock, or in any navigable 
waters mentioned in section nineteen, in such manner as to stop, seriously 
interfere with, or specially endanger navigation, in the opinion of the 
Secretary of War, or any agent of the United States to whom the Secretary 
may delegate proper authority, the Secretary of War or any such agent shall 
have the right to take immediate possession of such boat, vessel, or other 
watercraft, or raft, so far as to remove or to destroy it and to clear 
immediately the canal, lock, or navigable waters aforesaid of the obstruction 
thereby caused, using his best judgment to prevent any unnecessary injury; 
and no one shall interfere with or prevent such removal or destruction; 
PROVIDED, that the officer or agent charged with the removal or destruction 
of an obstruction under this section may in his discretion give notice in 
writing to the owners of any such obstruction requiring them to remove it; 
AND PROVIDE FURTHER, that the expense of removing any such 
obstruction as aforesaid shall be a charge against such craft and cargo; and 
if the owners thereof fail or refuse to reimburse the United States for such 
expense within thirty days after notification, then the officer or agent 
aforesaid may sell the craft or cargo, or any part thereof that may not have 
been destroyed in removal, and the proceeds of such sale shall be covered 
into the Treasury of the United States (30 Stat. 1154; 33 U.S.C. 4 415) 
 
      (b).  The owner, lessee, or operator of such vessel, boat, watercraft, 
raft, or other obstruction as described in this section shall be liable to the 
United States for the cost of removal or destruction and disposal as 
described which exceeds the costs recovered under subsection (a).  Any 
amount recovered from the owner, lessee, or operator of such vessel 
pursuant to this subsection to recover costs in excess of the proceeds from 
the sale or disposition of such vessel shall be deposited in the general fund 
of the Treasury of the United States. 
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